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.  Introduction:

It is a great honour 1o be invited to deliver The Third in the sedes of
Annual Lectures instituted by the Faculty of Agriculture of this illustrous
Uniersity. It is in keepirg with the tradition of world rehowned Universities,
periodically to open their doors to someorne from outside the particular
university to examine and discuss some of the subjects topical to the pro-
gress of learning and relevant to the solution of some of the material prob-
leins that may be-set the community the University is set up to serve.

Our responsibility in agrdculture, 4s an organised Univessity discipline,
is in the area of high-level manpower training for the solution of the nation’s
agricultural and related bioscience problems. University graduates in agricul-
ture, must be scientifically and technologically soundly equiped, both in
theory and farm practice, intelligent, committed and devoted to the solution
of the problems besetting their community and must be imbued with the
zeal, confidence, and leadership ability dedicated io the solution and execu-
tion of Nigeria’s agricultural programmes,

This famous Faculty of Agriculture has been making outstandng, wos-
thy and relevant contributions o the solution of the many scientific, tech-
nological, economic and educational problems of the nation in fulfilling
the second important functions of the University. These activities must be
further advanced and extended to meet and satisfy the expanding material
needs of our people for food and other agricultural raw material. While it i
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your responsibility to endeavour to make the scientific break-through, to
raise the level of technology and of agrcultural productivity, to the extent
available funds and facilities permit, I is the sure responsibility of those
who plan and administer the affairs of the nation to mobilize 4nd ensure
the application, in agricultural production, of the available level of techno-
jogy on a national scale: to give the needed incentive to farmers for raised
agricultural production; to ensure even distribution of the available food ma-
terial to consumers and to adjust, allocate and distribute the available fi-
nancial resources equitably and in.proportional needs of the various sectors
of Nigerian economic production.

Il The State of Food.and Nutrition

Foad i8 the raw_materiadl with which the organic body of man and
beast alike is buill, The pin-size fertilized égg in the female multiplies and
grows rapidly into the baby size at birth, due, almost antirely, to the food
substances supplied by the mother and converted to the body material of the
developing child. The contimied growth progesses of the baby after birth
into human-heod depend entirely upon food supplies and, in a way regulated
by the particular inherited genetic characteristics of the person, the quantity
and quality of food consumed, determine the health and efficiency of man.

Health, labour productivity and efficiency depend more on the food we
eat than upon any other single factor in hvgiene, Food provides the material
needed for repairing the body and for regulating its many activities, Food,,
therefore; is the first necessity of materal life and constitutes one of man’s
fundamental needs.

In 4 real sense, the whole sum of man’s activities, the successful ful-
filment of a nation’s needs, and the continued creation of new needs that
play so important a role in a nation’s progress towards true civilizgtion, or-
derliness and happiness of society, depends largely on the extent to which
the basicrequirements for food are met. This is a fundamental truth we in
Nigeria and in Africa cannot afford to ignore if we are ever to build and
maintain a stable, democratic and progressive society in which political
stability and social unrests are to disappear.

The Nigerian food situation is serious, indeed very precarious. A faitly
large proportion of our human population, as never. before, have become
hungry and are in a state of permanent food scarcity and starvation. Not that
we had at any time since we attained political sovereignty, been able, as a
nation, to feed our population adequately, but the tragedy of our present
situation is that the food supply position, in relation to our national food
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needs, instead of gradually improving, had so rapidly deteriorated that, even
with massive importation of cereals and other foodstuffs, a perceptible num-
ber of our citizens, within the past twenty years, have become physically
and mentally sick, due largely to insufficient nutrient supplies and the com-
plexities of life, which emanate from a poorly ordered society, to the extent
that some streets in some of our cities are disgracefully littered with beg-
gars, sick persons and occasionally with dead bodies!

In previous yvears, our supplies of energy food sources, given reasonably
even distrbution, appeared adequate, with under production of protein
foods, particularly those from animal sources, The position today is that
both energy and protein food sources are equally short and expensive and
are beyond the purchasing power of the average Nigerian wage ecarner. In
consequence, a growing percentage of Nigerian population suffers from in-
adequate daily intake of dietary energy and are also malnourished. Undesr-
and mal-nutrition place heavy constraints on human potential and on his
actual productive power.

A good number, who manage to live, do so at the brink of starvation
and weakened resistance, become easily susceptible to attack of otherwise
resistible diseases and premature death. There are incontrovertible evidence
everywhere, therefore, in support of the assertion that, as a nation, we
have so far failed to feed ourselves reasonably satisfactorily due to under
production and to poor and faulty distribution machineries of the available
food.

And yet Peoples Republic of China feeds her vast population of some
1,00Q million people. Japan, with a population density of 310 per square
kilometre (800 persons per square mile) is able to decently feed her popu-
lation, The Soviet Union, with a vast proportion of her territory covered by
deserts and tundra conditons, is able to feed her teeming population. So
are the countries of Socialist Republic of Eastern Europe, the countries of
Western Europe, Australia and Oceania. The United States of America
produces so much food, feed and fibre surplus to her population needs,
that she exports grains to the rest of the world as well as sending food
aids to areas of the wozld in distress or in need of foods,
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Table 1
Nigerian Gross Domestic Product and the comparative con tributions
of Petrolewm and of agriculture, livestock Forestry and Fishing
to G.D.P. between 1973174 and 1981 at 197374 Factor Cost (1)

Total Tatal ¢coniribufion Coniribution from

Year G.D.P. from Agriculture etc crude petroleum

{Nmillion) (Mmillion) % (Mmillion) %o
1973/74 11,223.62 337146 30.03 1823.12 16.24
1974/75 12,194.54  3718.44 30.49 2037 .67 16.71
1975/76 12,50045 334895 26.71 1576.27 12,61
1976/77 13.744.27  3307.11 2406 187311 13.63
1977/78 14,749,15  3502.94 23.76 1898.00 12.87
197879 1356693  3218.72 23.04 1731.03 12.39
1979/80 1461843  3135.05 21.45 2016.29 12,79
1980/ 1487429  3067.70 20.63 1R535,89 1248
1981 14,571,581 298248 2047 1266.75 8.69

{1) FOS: Nigerian Gross Domestic Produet and allied macro — aggregates 1973/74—1981
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1[I, Food Production Rate: The Food Cyisis

The economic activities of Nigerians, contrary to popular belief, have
been growing slowly, in real terms, between 1973/74 and 198 1. This fact
appears 1o be borne out by the Gross Domestic Product values at 1973/74
factor cost in which price fluctuation effecis were gliminated as shown in
Table 1. The artificial hoom created by petroleum which appears superfi-
cially to Wave stimulated economic activities. has in actual fact, slowed down
the real basic growth of economic activities during this period. For example,
G.D.P rose by 29.8 per cent between 1973/74 and 1981, an over-all average
annual growth of only 3.3 per cent, There was 4 drop of 5 per cent in G.D.P
in 1978/79 compared with that of 1977/78, an incresse of 1.75 per cent
between 1979/80 and 1980 and a drop of 2 per cent in 1981 compared with
1980 yalues.

Agriculturs, livestock (orvestry and fishing contributed the greatest
percentage of G.D.P throughtout this period, at 1973/74 factor cost, It will,
however, be observed from table 2 tlial since 1973/74, the value of food,
agticulture and forestry production activities as reflected by the G.D.P at
1973/74 factor cost has been declining in relative tetms to the growih of
ather sectors of the national economy, This annwal decline was due prima-
vily to the downward trend in the crop production secter activities, Con-
tribution of the crop production (agriculture) sector between 1973/74
and 1981 at 1973/74 factor cost decline from N2,226.97 million in 1973/74
to M1,724.10 million in 19871, an average annual decling of 2.5 per cent. On
the other hand, livestock and fishing sectors, sources of annual protein,
inereased from MR72.56 niillion in }973/74 to W1035,11 million in 1981,
an average annual increase of 2 per cent.

Generdlly it has been estimated that the actual grawth rate of food pro-
duction in Nigetia between 196) and 1981 varied between a lialf per cent
(0.5%)" and one per cent (1.00%)* peryear '

ween 2.5 and 3.0 per cent, while foed demand, due to the combined effect
of rise in populdtion and rising living standard and higher purchasiug power
of some sections of the population; increased at a rate varying between 5.00

(1} Food Policy issues and Concem in Sub-Sahara Africa: Interwitional Food Policy
Research Instituie 1987, p. 3.
(2) 4thNationai Development Plan{ L981-85) p, 76,
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and 7.00 per cenit per anmum during the same period, resulting in widening
production/deficit gap,

' Nigerian national agricultural production, therefore, has stagnated
within the past twenty years. With an annual growth rate of one per cent or
below in agricultural production, it is not surpmsing that the economic
growth of this country has similarly stagnated. The pace of real ECONOMIC
progress in any couniry, is to a very large extent, governed by the pace of
its agricultural progress, Agriculture, in ils widest sense, lies at the very

heart of economic progress and the potential which its development offers.

is themain spring of economic strides.

In addition to serving as sources of food materials, agriculture is the
spring board for the real industrial take off of a country. Industrialisation,
which takes off essentially with the processing of agricultural raw materials
is the technological application of machinery and engineering to the proces-
sing of agricultural and forestry materials and as long as those processng rely
largely on imported raw materials, so long will the foundation of such in-
dustriglisation remain shaky.,

The widening production-deficit gap could only be met, even if parti-
ally, by importation of food and agricultural raw materials, the extent of
which is limited by the foreign exchange capacity of the country and the
propostion of the foreign exchange segment devotable to agricultural and
food materials.

It is shameful and an indefensible evidence of negligence, improper
planning and poor management ability for a developing country, endowed
with considerable land and humin resources like Nigeria, to have to depend
on massive importation of food and agricultural materials in order to feed
and service her population. That hasbeen Nigeria's position with the past fen
vears. From about 1975 until now, Nigeria shifted from the positivn of net
exporter to that of net importer of food and agricultural crops, due to her
neglected and stagnated agriculture.

Between 1961 and 1965, Nigeria imported a total of 123,000 metric
tons of food materials, principally in the form of cereals and, stmultaneously
exported a total of 824,000 metric tons of agricultural produce in the form
of ground-nut, cocoa, ete., making Nigeria 4 net expoter of agricultural pro-
duce to the extent of 701,000 metric tons, By 1975, however, her position
in this regard became reversed. Her importation of food materials had far
outstripped her exports in this commodity sector, By 1977 her food impor-
tatton had gone up to 787,000 metric tors principally in the form of cereals
and non-cereal materials, as againgt ihe export of 70,000 metric tons in agri-
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cultural and tood materials, bringing a trade deficit of 717,000 metric
tons in the agricultural and food commodity sector for the country. In 1978,
Nigeria spent N1,027 million of foreign exchange to buy food to augment
her local production for her rapidly increasing population and she received,
in return, N444,69 million on sales of agricultural produce, giving her 4 ne-
gative trading balance of N5§82.418 million This deficit position persisted
from 1979 to December, 1983, For example, the amount of foreign cur-

rency spent on the purchase of food materials between January and June

1980 was approximiately M599 million and the value of export of agricul-
tural raw material was ¥136 million or 22 per cent of the value of food im-
ported. If this trend had been allowed to continue, local production of food
and agricultural products would have deteriorated beyond repair. In this
connection, slump in the crude petroglum market which seriously rediice
the ability of Nigeria to pay for large imports, has thus served as a blessing
in disguise. The resulting serious adverse balance of payment and the dwin-
dled Nigeria’s foreign reserve position, although brought great hardships to
the economic position and the peopleof the country, it has helped to call
attention o the need for prudence in our foreign trade position. It has also
led to food crisis and to crisis in the manufacturing, industrial and agricul-
firal sectors of the national economy,

Reasons for the Crisis

The main cause of the food crisis was due to the very slow growth in
the level of agricultural technology. The labour intensive and unattractive
iraditional method of agricultural production has not changed substantialty
even now No genuine effart has heen made to enable farmers to effect the
necessary iransition from traditional to modem technology, Crop vields
contimue to be low, due to low level technology and insufficent or low
input. Agriculture has for too long been starved of infrastructure, ad®guate
financial resources, services and incentives. The rural-urban migration leave
fower farmiérs, most of them with archaic traditional production metho-
dology and with advancing age, to produce food for rapidly increasing urban
dwellers. The menace of chain of middlemen (women) distributors, tends
to keep prices low to producers and high to consumers, while In many
cases, the cost of agricultural and production inpuot is usually high for the
farmer. Plans for agriculture were indeed made and considerable publicity
and noise made on theé agricultural slogans. Howevyer, their gxecution were
inefficiently and inconsistentty pursued and sometimes, as was the case
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during the Second Republic, highly politicised. Many of the leading po-
litical leaders within the ruling party or parties, for example, exploited
the opportunity to make fortunes for themselves and for their parties rather
than pursuing genuine business in the implemesitation of plans in the so-
called “Green-Revolution™ programme.,

In addition, the influence of the moral and eultural degeneration,
decadence, indiscipline and laxity, which has gradually but widely invaded.
and eafen deepiy into Nigerlan national life within the past fifteen vears,
has mot been without ifs etfect on the productive ability of Nigera, in-
cluding that of her farmers. With the oil boom has grown a general tendency
for excessive love for making quick, hot money, senseless wealth accu-
mulation and reckless comfort and over-indulpence; remunciation of seise
of honesty and prabity in public life among the general leadership, Activities
that required hard work become unattractive, Labour productivity, already
low, dropped lower still. Dishounesty, cheating and stealing became the clea-
ver means of making snoney and progress. ihe traditional Nigevian cul
ture ‘of love, respect and mutual trust are fast disappearing, Life and pro-
perty dre no longer safe on the high way or at home, Public services and Gti-
lity, including infrastructures like energy, water and communications have
rapidly deteriorated and this situation has become an accepted patt of
Nigerian life Multi-millionaries and billionaries emerged like mushrooms
within short periods out of awards of contracts of public services und distri-
butive trade. Many people both in the urban and rural areas aspire equally
to have the good things of life just as quickly as other have done and fariming
i any form does not lead to any of these newly discovered roads.
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Tab Iez 2
Percentage contribution of agriculture, livestock, forestry and
fisheries to G.1LL.P, between 1973/74 and 1981

Year Contribution Year Contribution
—~ (%) ~ (%)
197374 3.m 1978/79 24.69
1974/75 3044 1979/80 22.74
1975/76 28.11 1980 2,22
1976/77 25.31 19%1 22,88
1977/78 25.19 H

Sowrce:  FQS: Nigerian Gross Domestic Production and Alljed Macio-Aggregates
1973/74—&1 Val, 1 No. 1 April 1982

IV Fiiture Food Needs

Future Nigeria’s minimum demand for food is unlikely to be lower
than its current rate of 3.00 per cent per annum (1984—85) and it is esti-
mated at 3.2 per cent per annum by the year 2.000 A.D. Production rate
by 1981 waus put between 0.5 and 1.00 per cent per annum. Food produc-
tion growth rate, therefors, must be significantly increased fo meat Tising
market demands due to population increase and rising income, The gap
between demand and supply has been put at 4 million tonnes of grain equi-
valent by 1985 and 16 million tonnes by 2000 A.D.

Similarly current required growth rate of meat (1984/85) is 8.3 per
cent per annom and by the year 2000 A.D. 9.2 per cent per annum. Present
production rate by comparison is 1.9 per cent per annum, In the case of eggs
estimated annumal growth rate required fo meet current demand (1985) is
7.9 per cenf and by 2000 A.D, 9.3 per cent as against present production
rate of 3.0 per cent per annuim.
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As already indicated. even with the present rate of impottation of L5
million tons of foodstuffs annually® to supplement the Ppresent local pro-
duction, we are still short of meeting our minimum food fieeds, as many
of us are inadequately fed. Besides. the amount spent on this importation
imposes considerable straig on our foreign exchiange position. Therefore
Nigetia has 1o make great efforts fo raise her food production substantially,
at least three times its present production level, within the next few vears.

Without going into details of tie statistics, it has been estimated that
unless the pregent rate of production is substantially increased, Nigeria will,
by the year A.D. 2000 have to impott 40 per cent of her domestic food crop
needs, 60 per cent of her cges, %0 per cent of her meat and 90 per cent of
her milk needs," This will not be g rational policy cholce because of the
competing other areas like machinery, manufacturing and other aspects of
industrialisation. Besides, the foreign exchange payments for food purchases
can be exceedingly high during periods food supply is short in the inter-
national market. quite apart from the undesirability of a sensible country
having to depend iteavily on external sources forher major food needs,
The need for massive increase in the production of food and feed now and
in the future projected to 2000 A.D, is very essential for this country, =

Other agricultural materials like cotton, ground-nut, cocea, palm pro- =
duce, rubber, coconut, coffee ete, as well a8 Timber and other forest pro-
ducts are equally important and their production must be substantially in- -
creased to feed our tndustrial machines and for eXport,

V' Organisation of Agricultural Production

In the early fifties, some 90 per cent of our working population were
inyolved, one way or the other, with the production of our agriculture and
food raw matedals in the rural areas, As the towns and cities became more
attractive, with modern amenities, more dignified, less labour intensive and
mere lucrative employment with an increasing proportion of the yauth get-
ting educated and technically skilled, migration from rural to urban areas
became intensified. Gradually the proportion connected with agricultural
occupation reduced to about 75 per cent and now 60 per cent of ont labour

(3) The Cmp-rSubsectcu in the 4th National Dev. Plan, 1981 -85 p, 2. 5
(11 Food Policy Issues and Concern in Sub-Sahara Africa(Loc cit),
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force is estimated to be engaged in agriculture and related occupation_sf
This proporti@:u is certain to shonk further still with advancemeénts in the
growth of the mational econemy, education, skill and industrialisation, This
process, in a growing population, with industrial advancement and sophisti-
cation, rising living standard, greater demand for food and agricultural raw
materials, will conlinue to exerl greater pressures on agricultural production
and production methods.

As agricultural production methods advance, fewer hands wiil be re-
quired to produce the increasing quantities of the nation’s food. In the more
materially advanced countries with fechnological agrcnlture, for example,
the United States of America, less than 4,00 per cent of that country’s la-
botr foree are now engaged in the production of food considerably in excess
of the country's needs. This is only possible with the massive application of
weciinological enerpy and other imputs on a massive scale into the agricul-
turdl practice. A few examples will bring out this properly, Average farm
heldings in Nigeria vary between less than 1 and 1.2 hectares, compared
with about 110 hectares in USA., Less than one out 33 1000 farmers use
rractors in Nigeria compared with an average of 1-43 traciors per farming
population in USA. Nigerian farmeis uise about 26.6kg of fertilizers per hec-
tare of Nigerda’s furming land in contrasi to 152kg/ha in USA. An average
farmer in Nigeria earns M175.00 per annum compared with N4000,00 in
USA.

The persistence of individual, peasant farming methods, equiped with
ancient tools and skills, which still prevail today in our svsten, will require
continued involvemeni of a high proportion of the active labour force in ag-
ricultural production. This is not feasible in-a country where industrialisation
is taking ofl and, which, when properly developed in turn, should aid agri-
cultural development.

For these reasons, the organisation of agricultural practice in Nigeria
should rupidly veer away from the age-wom, pre-independence, peasant far-
ming system with smallholdings, relying predominantly on human energy,
as source of power, While plans and programmes which aim at fashioning
small tools and the use of other inputs for raising the efficiency of individual
farmer should continue, for the benefit of those wlo, for one redson or
the other, remain loyal to the system, planning for rapid agricultural produc-

(4) The Crop Subsector in the 4th National Dev, Play, 1981—85 (Loc Cit),
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tion should realistically be directed towards bigger holdings and Jarge scale
farming where available modern inpufs can be eonveniently applied for pres-
ter efficiency in the production system. |

Already large-scale modern approach had started to show in our fap-
ming system. According to the Federal Office of Statistics,® the proportional
contribution of large scale tarming to total agriculiural production rose
from 2 per cent in 1973/74 to 27 per cent in 198). Some of these were in
poLii'try"famliﬂg where the proportional contribution of moédern poultry
farming were as follows:

2
1973/74 —  1976/77 5
1977/78  —  1978/79 10
1979/80 - 1981 28

Nigeria’s emergent agricultural industry, therefore, applies to the trans-
formation of subsistence, peasant, small, individual less than one hectare
farm umit as described above fo bigger holdins. These could be in the form
of:

Co-operative farms invelving the encouragement ol existing and future

small scale farmers to form viable co-operatives to bemefit from the

advantages of large holdings.

2. lLarge Scdle Government Farmns i they can be made to be viable and
profit oriented.

3. Commercial plantations by limited liability companies and individual
persons in the area of tree and economic craps agricuiture,

4. Commercial Ranches in the ares of cattle, sheep and goais, alio by
limited liability companies and individuals with the NeCessary resources.

5. Large Scale Inlensive Tarming in itvestock, invelving:

(i)  Feedlots (iil) Intensive Piggeries,
(i) Dairy Commereial Farms (iv) lintensive poultry keeping tor eggs
and table bird production.

(5) Nigetiau Gross Domestic Product and allied macro-aggregates 1972/74— 98]
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6. intensive farming 0 produce vegetables and horiticultural crops for
the large scale production of nurritious and hygienic vegetables and
fruits.

It is not possible; even if desirable, to discuss these various points with-
in the time parmitted in this lecture, Agricultural planners and execuiors
themselves appreciate the fact that Nigerian population and her need for
food could no longer be catered for by subsistence mode of agricultnral pro-
duction. The Government National Grains and Root Crop Production Com-
panies were established to meet part of the mational need for industrial agri-
culture. They were mandated to establish farms of 4,000 hectares in each of
the 19 States of the Federation oun 4 joini venture vasis with private compa-
nies. In addition, about 1500 hectares of erains were established a1 Mokwa,
If they had succeeded in doing this, it would have amounted to the establish:
ment of 2 total of 77,500 heciares of grains and root crops. But like all
Governinent planis, only a few of these have vel been established and it is
not known how economically vilable or successful were those already estab-
lished. The fact remains that under capitalistic mode of production as ob-
tains in Nigeria, governments do not run commercial compinies suecessiully
but particularly more so in Nigeria where production éfficiency at the gove-
mment level is 30 low,

It is the primary duty of Government to deliberately encourage and
boost private investments in farm holdings both in the erop and animal sec-
tors ol agriculture; particularly in poultry and pigs industries: to provide
and ensure the functioning of necessary infrastructures; provide credit
facilities and incentives needed for producion and give Pioneer Status to
private conterns operating in this field to ensure success, There must be
injection of sizeable capital into agricultural production as is done in in-
dustry and manufacturing if the nation is te-avoid the spectre of famine now
and in the near future.

V1. Man as the Vehicle of Production

The necessary fransition from subsistence agriculture to modern, rech-
nological farming in Nigeria as elsewhere, requires scientific manpower
that is technologically competent with the degree of dedication and national
awareness esseniial to effect the change, Therefore agricultural education
and trdining are key faetors in the development of agrioulture and food aud
needs to be reoriented and suitably adapred to cope with the new large
scale and indusirial production to form an integral component of the whole
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development process, It is not enough merely to introduce improved Crop
varieties, an increased and wider use of fertilizers and better farming tech-
nique. Our ullimate goal concerns the improvemeit in the quality of living
of Nigerian people both in the nwal and urban communities, 4 complete
process which requires economic as well as social issues.

Efforts must continue to be made to unravel the secrets of nature and
the machinery and ability to apply such research findngs in agricultural
practice. Scientific and fechnological education and competence are pre-
requisites to progress in agriculture and other spheres of the national eco-
nomy,

It is important; therefore, tliat our Universities with agricultural and
related disciplines must continue to play a dynamic part in the expansion
of scientific and technological education and its adaptation to industrial

agriculture and animal prodoction. The expansion and developmedt of

agricultural [aculties must be given much higher priority atteniion than hi-
therto. The concept that agriculture does not need as much delicate skill
and equipment or Is of lesser importance than, for example, medicmie,
must be discarded.

Presently our Universities in this land are undergoing a period of un-
usual degeneration and decay due to the starvation of funds. It i8 frue that
tunds are now generally limited due te the national slumip situation but it

i3 an inexplicable process of planining, development and administration, for

these concerned fo have procesded to proliferate university instrutions,
when the existing ones are chronically short of funds. In many Nigerian
universities today, particularly the well established. older ones, il has become
ditficult to maintain existing equipments, much of which have degenerated
into disuse much less fo acquire newsones, and to hiold meaningful practical
laboratory feaching classes,

It s difficult for & nation to rise above the level of traming and skill
i gives fo I8 liuman resources, the most valuable of its resources: and its
future competence for standards and cconomic prosperity is limited by the
calibre of its eduecated leadars,

The umversity is the erucible within which potential leaders in all walks
of life are finally moulded. Therefore. university faculties of agriculture as
mndeed all other faculties in their respective disciplines, have a special res-
ponsibility ta contribute io the national development processes, in this
case in agriculture, University facultics of agriculture should play greater
and more aclive role in the national development planning and in the esti-
mation of national manpower needs, particularly at a period of change in
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the systems of agricnifural production such as we ar¢ at preseni passing
through,
Similarly faculties of agriculture need to justify the financial TESOUICes
invested in them by purposefil invelvement in national affairs atid in deter-
mined efforts to ensure thal the manpower produced are dedicated, compe-

tent and age inbued with true leadership capabilities; Curricular and program-

mes must be examined from iime to time to enable them adapt rapidly to
the demands of changing agricultural systems and demands of the economic
environmen|{ which sgricultural graduates.are being trained to serve.

It is the responsibility of the universities as centres of learning and a
conglomeration of intellectuals of different disciplines to enpage in dialogue
and coniroversies with a view to attain ebjective truth with wlich ta enrich
the society being served. But these must not be allowed to degenerate into
base, egocentric, inordinate personal ambition, intrigues, hatred and disin-
tegratmn of what should otherwise be harmonious societies.
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