
Ife .lournal of Agric. Vol. 14 & l5; 1992, 1993

Smatlholder Farming System under a Structural
Adjustment Programme: The case of Foodcrop Production

in Oyo North Area of OYo State

S. A. ONI AND ADEOLU B. AYANWALE
D e parlme nt of Agric ultural E cononics

O baJ'e mi Awol ow o U ni ve r si ty, I le - Ife

Abstract
The inrroduction of thc Srruclural Adjustment Programme (SAP)) wirh its attendanr idcrease in borh

the costs of the various inputs and the obtainable revenue has brorght about a reed for rErooroc' I
adjustnrenr at all levels of proeluction. This paper exanrines the optinru[ enterPrise mix, using nrix- .

cmstraintlinearprogrammingnroJel, forsnrallholderfoodcroppoducen in Oyo NorthAreaof Oyg

State, Nigeria, both before and after the introduction of SAP.

The findings revealed the need for sub,sisience farmers to continue with mix.ed cropping of 
.

cassava, maize, yam and cowfea on a famr size of 1.88 heoares, however with sorghum cultivarion

dropping off the production ilan. Courmercial orientared farmen will still have to monocroP, trrt
,"itir-casruuu planted on 3.d8 hectares to replace cowpea enterprise planred on l.l9 hectares'

suggesting a rieed lbr assistance in the area of land preparation. Subsistence orientated farmers I ,

ohainerlhigherinctrnre(grosstnargirl)perresourceutilisedintlreSAPperiodrelativetopreSAP,
while cominercial famrers oblain less inconre perresource utilisedduring theSAPperiod, suggesting

a higher opporruriry cosi of,famr resource. Therefore therc is the ireed for resource adjustingnt on

the farms in order to obtain optirrrunr retums.

Introduction

The govemnrent of Nigeria is facing an increasingly difficult taskof feedingthe fast

growing population which is at present estimapd at 88.5 million (NPC 1992). This

is revealed by the higtrly increasing cost of"basic food items and the food Ptice
indices, in both urban and rural arcas, which has increased almost eiglttfold in tlie

1980-90 decade. The food situation is a paradox in thesense that Nigeria rs endowed

with abundant human and natural resources to bring about fmd self-sufficiency.

Johnson et at (lg6g)noted that "thousandsof Nigerian smallholders can tle reliOd

upon as a driving force forthe transformation of Nigeria's agriculture because they

are willing to accept new crops and new management practices, and are alsO

rcsponsive to tavourable prices and opportunities to eam income by producing and

working."
The fact that the galloping increase in food price irrdices is not limited to the

urban areas alone (Table I ) indicates that tlre crisis is of a fundamental nature, sinqe.

the nrral areas are supposed to be tlrc source of production of the food crops. Tlrc
Nigerian govenirnenthasteen tackJingthis food problem throughvarious measur€s

right from the 1970s when the food deficit situation started manifesting. Some of
these measures are in form of programmes such as the National. Accelerated Food

Prodrrction Programme (1973); River Basin' Development Authorities (lfil6);
Operation Feed the Nation (1976); the Land Use Decree (197D: Green Revolution
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