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Abstract
The rapid population growth coupled with the need to expand famr output due to the increasing
demand for food has pur a lot of pressure on the available cultivate arable land. Tlr is pressure is even
more felt in the urban I'amriug areas where ilre rate of population growth is higher than in the rural
arcas.

This study therefore seeks to find out the determinants of farm size in the urban and rural
farming areas of Ogun State, so as lo ascertain any differences in the two areas. The study analysed
data from 100 urban-based and 100 rural-based farms in Ogun Srate.

Results reveal that farming expenditure is the nrain detenninant of famt size common to both
lhe urban and rural famring areas. Mode of acquisition (allocation frorn family land) is the orher
determinant of famr size in the urban famring area, while years of famring experience and the mode
of acquisition (customary tenancy) are the other determinants in the rural farming areas.

Introduction

Apart from labour, lurd is the single rnost important productive resource extensively
used in famring (Fabiyi, 19 

'19). 
The use of capiral in tbrm of equipment and famr

fi;achinery emhdied in current inputs is limited in Nigerian agriculture. Thus
agriculturai production in reiation to production in other sectors of the economy is
seriously constrained by land. This is particularly so because of the customary land
tenure system which constrain access to land.

Nigeria has a total land area of 98.321 millisn hectares. About 75.30 percent
(74.036 million hectares) may be regarded as arable land while 10 percent is under
forest reserves and the remaining 14.70 percent is pastures, built-upon areas and
uncultivable wastes (olayide 1980). The population on the other hand has been
growing at a rate of 3 percent while the land area has remained fixed.

The rapid increase in population has resulted in smaller size of famrland being
available to the farmers on a per capita basis, since the available agricultural land is
f,xed in the short-run.

The effect of this is that cultivation is intensified as the periods of fallow gets
progressively shorter. As cultivation beconres intensive, land becomes progres-
sively less fertile;

Over 95 percent of Nigerian farmers are small-scale farmers cultivating less
than 2 hectares (Idachaba, l99l). The problem of producing adequate food to feed
the ever-increasing population of the country, can be compounded by the decreasing
size of tamrs due to increasing population pressure. This tum can lead to over-
grazing, overcropoing, erosion and depletion of natural soil nutrients. The relative
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