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Abstract 

This  paper examines t h e  sources  of information 
used by t h e  r u r a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  of South-western 
Niger ia  t o  l e a r n  about t h e  d i f f e r e n t  changes i n t r o -  
duced by t h e  m i l i t a r y  regimes. The underlying a s s m -  
p t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  types  of information 
sources  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  r u r a l  populat ion have vary- 
i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  communicating d i f f e r e n t  changes. 
The d a t a  used were ga thered  from secondary sources  as 
wel l  a s  from randomly s e l e c t e d  f o u r  hundred household 
heads us ing  i n t e r v i e w  schedules.  Our ana lyses  revea l  
t h a t  - 

1) The non-discriminatory changes a f f e c t e d  the  
r u r a l i t e s  more than  t h e  d i sc r imina tory  changes; 

2) More respondents l e a r n t  of the non-discrimina- 
tory changes than they did of t h e  d i sc r imina-  
t o r y  ones; 

3)  More respondents supplemented t h e i r  f i r s t  hand 
knowledge of t h e  non-discriminatory changes 
with information from o t h e r  sources ;  

4 )  Radio was the  most used channel of information 
t o  l e a r n  about changes in  g e n e r a l ;  and 

5 )  The hypothesis  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  sources  of 
information have vary ing  inf luences  in  conunu- 
n i c a t i n g  d i fEeren t  changes i s  s u s t a i n e d .  

INTRODUCTION 

Within t h e  l a s t  one decade, N ige r i a  has  undergone 
a s e r i e s  o f  socio-economic, i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  and p o l i -  
t i c a l  changes i n  very  quick succes s ions .  The leader -  
s h i p  and phi losophy of government have changed, a t  
l e a s t ,  f ou r  t imes and innumerable number of far-reach-  
ing po l i cy  d e c i s i o n s  have been taken and implemented. 
I n  f a c t ,  it could b e  claimed,  without  any f e a r  o f '  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  ~ o s t - c i v i l  war N i g t r i a t h a s  
undergone more changes per  y e a r  than t h e  ~ r e - m i l i t a r y  
Niger ia  underwent i n  h e r  s i x  yea r s  ~ f . ~ o s t - i n d e p e n d e n t  
development. And change, i n  any form a f f e c t s  a wide 
range of  i nd iv idua l  and f u n c t i o n a l  a spec t s  of t h e  
s o c i e t i e s  t o  which i t  i s ,  d i r e c t e d ,  consequently 
causing a d i s equ i l i b r ium i n  t he  cco-system. Accord- 



AKINBODE, I. A,: Ruralites sources of information. 

ing  t o  Nelson, Ramsey and Verner (1960),  "almost any 
kind of change produces problems i f  f o r  no o t h e r  
reafion than  t h a t  it r e p r e s e n t s  a  d e v i a t i o n  from t h a t  
t o  which one i s  accustomed". 

Changes brought  about i n  a  m i l i t a r y  regime may 
have unforseen  e f f e c t s .  Th i s  i s  because a  m i l i t a r y  
r u l e  i n  any n a t i o n  i s  no t  bound by wel l  known and 
accepted aonvent ions  and procedures of  e l e c t e d  govern- 
ment. This  unique bu t  s t r a n g e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t ens ion  among t h e  people ,  a  phenome- 
non which u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  ubiqui tousness  of c o n f l i c t .  
Such c o n f l i c t  abounds no t  on ly  because t h e  m i l i t a r y  
is  not  a  democra t i ca l l y  e l e c t e d  government of the 
people,  but  a l s o  because i ts  methods of b r ing ing  
about  changes t r a d i t i o n a l l y  involves  coerc ion ,  speed 
and p r e c i s i o n ,  thereby  g iv ing  t h e  i nd iv idua l s  i n  the  
t a r g e t  system ve ry  l i t t l e  time t o  e v a l u a t e  and i n t e r -  
n a l i s e  t h e  d e s i r e d  change. This  can have very s e r i -  
ous r epe rcus ions ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the  r u r a l  inhabi-  
t a n t s ,  un l e s s  t h e  changes a r e  adequate ly  managed. 
The r u r a l  people n a t u r a l l y  l i v e  f a r  away from t h e  
s e a t  of government which a r e  a l s o ,  i n  most c a s e s , t h e  
c e n t r e  f o r  d i s semina t ion  of changes. This  makes them 
more s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  d i s t o r t e d  informat ion  and conse- 
quent mal-adjustments. 

One a spec t  of t he  management of changes is  the  
sources  through which they a r e  d isseminated .  And 
because of t h e  unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of soc io-  
economic, phys i co - s t ruc tu ra l  and p o l i t i c a l  changes,  
d i f f e r e n t  channels  of communication may become more 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  b r i n i n g  about t he  d e s i r e d  change of  
reaching  t h e  d e s i r e d  t a r g e t  than  o t h e r s .  Furthermore, 
because of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t he  changes,  t h e  gene- 
r a l i z a t i o n s  which a r e  v a l i d  f o r  one type  may no t  ho ld  
f o r  another  (Nelson, Ramsey and Verner, 1960).  Hi ther -  
t o ,  bo th  t h e  Nigerian governments and s o c i a l  sc ien-  
t i s t s  have taken  f o r  gran ted  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e f f e c t i v e -  
ness  of va r ious  channels  of communication a v a i l a b l e  
i n  communicating t h e  changes in t roduced  by government 
t o  t h e  people,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a .  
Hence, l i m i t e d  e f f o r t  (Dare, 1974 and Dare, 1975) has  
been made t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e s e  changes and r e l a t e  them 
t o  t he  most e f f e c t i v e  sources  of in format ion  through 
which they have been channel led .  Th i s  s tudy  is  there-  
f o r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  major sou rces  through 
which r u r a l  Niger ians  l e a r n  about t h e  va r ious  types  of 
changes in t roduced  w i t h i n  t he  per iod  of m i l i t a r y  r u l e .  
More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  s tudy  a r e :  
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1. To identify the channels of communication 
through which rural people in South-western 
Nigeria learnt about the changes taking place 
in the country from 1966 to 1977; and 

2. To determine whether there is any relationship 
between specific social changes and channels of 
communication. 

As would be shown in the section* that follows, 
all the studies done in the area of communication of 
innovation both within and outside Nigeria have been 
concerned mainly with agricultural innovations. How- 
ever, circumstances in the contemporary Nigerian 
society have exposed rural people not only to changes 
in agricultural-.practices but also in other spheres 
of the societal life including politics, physical 
infrastructures and education. More importantly, 
these rapid changes in the past decade, have taken 
place under non-democratic conditions which the 
classical diffusion and adoption theories assume or 
take for granted. It therefore becomes necessary to 
reconsider the effectiveness of official sources of 
information about these changes. This type of study 
is useful not only to policy makers and implementors, 
but might also help in the formulation of some stra- 
tegy for effecting social change which will simulta- 
neously enable the target system to adjust smoothly 
to such changes. The comparison of the applicability 
or otherwise of the classical theories of social 
change under democratic conditions and changes under 
a regimented condition will also extend the frontiers 
of knowledge in this field. 

Literature review 

Only a few studies have been done on sources of 
information of socio-economic, physico-structural and 
political changes in Nigeria. Prominent among these 
is the study done by Williams (1969) on improved farm 
practices. He discovered th& the off Lcial change 
agent, radio/rediIfusion and fellow farmers were the 
most important sources of information about new farm 
practices. He therefore recommended personal contact 
as an important means of communication with farmers. 
Clark and Akinbode (1968) had earlier identified both 
mass media and intet-personal sources of inforination 
as channels through which rural people obtained essen- 
tial information. Other studies by Yazidu (1973) and 
Efionayi (1973) done in different parts of Nigeria 
confirmed these earlier findings. 
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The significance of mass media in Cisseminating
1o9laf change has also been emphasized by p-.;;;;--"
(1969). So importanr was considered mass *"Ji. irr_formation that in 1962 UNESC0 set up an ,'imme<liai:e
target'r which every country shculd .i* .t p.";i;i;gfor each one hundred of its inhabitants. inu"" .rl,ten copies of paper, f ive radio receivers, tr^ro "irr.*"sets and two television sets (Schramm, i964).

The relative effectiveness of diifererri 
"o,r."u"of information in the adoption Drocess has also beeninvestigated by various ,*u""r.h"r". such investi-gations reveal that the pl:ccess cf acceptance of newideas is se1dom a unit act. R.ather, it is . pro"*""composed of a number of definable stage", ,.rrgi.,gfroni awareness to complete and full iicorporriiof ofthe new idea into a larger syscem of behaviour" Forthe purpose of determining the rnost effective sourceof inforrnation for transmitting change policies,Bertrand (1958) gave the following g,ria"ti.r"",

1. InformaEion transrnitted through personalcontact tends to be more effective than thosetransmitted Ehrough impersonal media.
2. Dependence upon sources of information outsidethe innnediate locality is more 1ikely t" i"""i.in the aceeptance of social and technologi;;i-'

changes than dependence upon neighbours:
3. The greater the number of sources of informationused, the greater the likelihood of the targeisystem aecepting the changes introciuc"a. irr'ottr..words, use of several 

"o.ri"n" of informationensures more cornplete knowledge about the cfra.rg*sconcerned, and

4" communication, in general is effective in so faras it is oriented to the interest and needs of thetarget systeu. This means that the cult,rr"" ofthe target of any information as well as thecredibilit;r of the source are major t."ioi"-to U"taken into consideration.

Ihis study is therefore designed on the premisethat the different types of inforiatior, 
"orr""l-.".ir-able to the rural population in the areas stuciied havevarying effectiven""" i., 

"onrn,-rrri"ating differentchanges introduced by Nigeria" lriii.".y Governmentruithin the last one decade

x
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Methodology and sources of data 

Informat ion  on a  sample of t h e  major changes 
which t h e  v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  regimes have brought  about 
i n  t h e  coun t ry  s i n c e  1966 were ob t a ined  through a  re -  
view of o f f i c i a l  documents, newspapers and o t h e r  a v a i l -  
a b l e  l i t e r a t u r e .  These changes were t hen  c l a s s i f i e d  
under f i v e  broad c a t e g o r i e s  i nc lud ing  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i -  
c a l ,  economic and p h y s i c o - s t r u c t u r a l  changes,  i n  addi-  
t i o n  t o  a  'mixed' c a t ego ry  i n  which i tems  c u t  a c r o s s  
a l l  o t h e r s .  

The s o c i a l  changes were t hose  i n  educa t i ona l  
p o l i c i e s  i nc lud ing  t h e  launching  of t h e  Universal  
Primary Educat ion (UPE) scheme, and t h e  e s  tab1  i sh -  
ment of new U n i v e r s i t i e s .  P o l i t i c a l  changes in -  
c luded  t h e  m i l i t a r y  coup d ' e t a t ,  d r a f t i n g  of  new 
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  l o c a l  government re forms ,  and t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of s t a t e s .  

Economic changes inc luded  t h e  Udoji Sa l a ry  
Award t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r s ,  Opera t ion  Feed t h e  
Nat iona l  programme (OFN), Group Farming, and change 
i n  cu r r ency  from pounds and s h i l l i n g s  t o  n a i r a  and 
kobo. Another  economic change which occured du r ing  
t h i s  per iod  was t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r i c e s  of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t s .  The l a t t e r  was n o t  a  change 
in t roduced  by t h e  .mil . i tary government-but became a  
ve ry  s e r i o u s  i s s u e  dur ing  t he  m i l i t a r y  regime t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  Gowon a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  1974 dec ided  
t o  t a k e  ove r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of f i x i n g  t h e  p r i c e s  
pa id  by t he  Marketing Boards t o  fa rmers  (WUx A Q ~ i c u ,  
A p r i l  8,  1974) .  

The phys i co - s t ruc tu ra l  changes were t h e  cons t -  
r u c t i o n  of new roads and t h e  change from l e f t  t o  r i g h t  
hand d r i v e .  I tems which w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  under t he  
'mixed' c a t ego ry  included t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  e x e r c i s e  
and t h e  'c lean-up campaign' of t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  
campaign a g a i n s t  was t e fu l  spending and t h e  in t roduc-  
t i o n  of t h e  Nat iona l  Youth S e r v i c e  Corps (NYSC) 
programme f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  Graduates .  

For purpose of  a n a l y s i s  t h e  changes inc luded  i n  
t h i s  s t udy  were f u r t h e r  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  ' d i s c r i m i n a t o r y '  
and 'non-d iscr imina tory ' .  The former inc luded  such 
changes a s  Udoji  S a l a r y  Award, r e t i r e m e n t  e x e r c i s e ,  
g roup  farming and t h e  N.Y.S .C .  programme; These a r e  
changes which do  no t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  every  member of 
t h e  t a r g e t  s o c i e t y .  O the r s  e a r l i e r  mentioned were 
cons ide red  non-d iscr imina tory  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  they  
have d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on every  member of t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  
rhich it is  d i r e c t e d .  
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In  a d d i t i o h  t o  t h e  pre l iminary  information 
c o l l e c t e d  from newspapers and w r i t t e n  documents, and 
f o r  execut ing  the  major o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  s tudy , four  
hundred respondents  were randomly drawn from twenty- 
two r u r a l  communities l oca t ed  i n  s i x  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  former Western S t a t e  of N ige r i a  
( I l e - I f e ,  I l e s a ,  Ijebu-Ode, Osun Cen t r a l  (Osogbo), 
Ondo and Akure) so a s  t o  c u t  a c r o s s  t h e  t h r e e  new 
s t a t e s  (Ogun, Oyo and Ondo) which have been c r ea t ed  
i n  t h i s  a r ea .  The sampling was done by choosing 
every o t h e r ,  f o u r t h  o r  f i f t h  (depending on t h e  popu- 
l a t i o n )  household f o r  i n t e rv i ewing .  There was no 
ca se  of r e f u s a l  bu t  i n  c a s e s  where t h e  head of house- 
hold could no t  be l o c a t e d  a f t e r  t h r e e  r epea t  c a l l s ,  
t h e  next  household was s u b s t i t u t e d .  The twenty-two 
communities were purpos ive ly  s e l e c t e d ,  us ing  a  map, 
and t h e  nulnber of  s e l e c t e d  respondents  per  community 
va r i ed  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  from seven t o  twenty depending 
on t h e  es t imated  popula t ion  of each community. 

Respondents were mainly heads of  households and 
were predominantly males (89X) w i t h  average age  of 
48 y e a r s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  were o ld  enough t o  have'  l i v e d  
and witnessed t h e  va r ious  changes i n  t h e  country with- 
i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  yea r s .  The ma jo r i t y  of t h e  respond- 
e n t s  (56.752) were i l l i t e r a t e s  i n  Engl i sh  language. 

Pre- tes ted  i n t e rv i ew  schedules  were used f o r  
da t a  c o l l e c t i o n  which took p l ace  between J u l y  and 
December 1976. Because of t h e  exp lo ra to ry  na tu re  of 
t he  s tudy ,  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  used has  
been 1 imited t o  s imple d e s c r i p t i v e  and chi-square 
ana lyses .  

Findings 

The respondents  were asked t o  . i nd i ca t e  t h e  e x t e n t  
t o  which they were a f f e c t e d  by t h e  va r ious  changes 
which have taken p lace  i n  t h e  count ry  over  t h e  p a s t  
decade. They were t o  i n d i c a t e  whether t h e s e  changes 
a f f e c t e d  them d i r e c t l y ,  i n d i r e c t l y  o r  no t  a t  a l l .  
Table 1 shows t h e  range of responses t o  t h i s  ques t ion .  

The weighted mean sco re  c a l c u l a t e d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
most of t h e  respondents  were more d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  
by the  change t o  New Currency, Universal  Primary Edu- 
c a t i o n  Scheme (UPE) and t h e  Operat ion Feed t h e  Nation 
Campaign (OFN). These were c l o s e l y  followed by the  
change Erom l e f t  t o  r i g h t  hand d r i v e  and the  c r e a t i o n  
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TABLE 1: IMPACT OF CHANGES ON RESPONDENTS 

All Respondents 
Types of change Directly Indirectly Not Weighted 

affected affected - affected mean-score 
F X F X F X  'Score' 

-- 

Military coup 

Civil war 

Mass recruitment 
into Army 

Udoj i Award 

Change of currency 

Change from left to 
right-hand drive 

O F N  

Oil boom 

Falling Agric. 
prices 

U P E 

Drafting of New 
Constitution 

Return to Civil Rule 

Retirement Exercise 

Group Farming 

Anti-Wasteful 
Spending Campaign 

N. Y. S. C. 

L. G. Reform 

Creation of States 

o i  states. A close ana lys is  of these changes which 
had a weighted mean score of 2 and above w i l l  reveal 
t ha t  these were mainly the non-discriminatory types 
of change ( i .e .  those whose e f f e c t s  were expected t o  
permeate a l l  s ec to r s  of soc ie ty) .  Such changes stand 
i n  t i t t e r  cont ras t  t o  things l i k e  the retirement exer- 
c i s e  i n  the  public serv ice ,  and d ra f t ing  of new con- 
s t i t u t i o n ,  the  e f f e c t s  of which were l imi ted  t o  the 
e l i t e s  i n  the upper sec tors  of the  society.  Thus, a t  
t h i s  s tage we may conclude t h a t  the  r u r a l i t e s '  l eve l  
of awareness of changes i n  the soc ie ty  and perception 
of the  e f f e c t s  of such changes, a r e  dependent not on 
whether the  change is p o l i t i c a l ,  economic o r  socio- 
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p h y s i c a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  b u t  upon whe ther  t h e a c h a n g e  i s  
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  ( i . e .  a f f e c t s  c e r t a i n  w h i l e  i t  exc ludes  
o t h e r  segments. of  n s o c i e t y )  o r  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
( i . e .  a f f e c t s  everyone i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c l a s s )  i n  
n a t u r e .  

The main h y p o t h e s i s  which u n d e r l i e s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no re -  
l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  n a t u r e  of changes  ( i . e .whe ther  
pol  i t  i c a l ,  economic, s o c i a l  , p h y s i c o - s t r u c t u r a l  and 
mixed) and t h e  s o u r c e  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  most used by 
r u r a l  i t e s  t o  l e a r n  about  t h e  changes .  

The ch i - square  a n a l y s i s  was computed t o  t e s t  
t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  Thc  h y p o t h e s i s  of no r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between s o u r c e s  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t y p e s  of  change 
was r e j e c t e d  a s  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  of 51.2(df=20)  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t . 0 0 1  l e v e l  w i t h  c o n t i g e n c y  c o e f f i -  
c i e t  of 0.34. The r e s u l t s  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  
p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  2. 



.E JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE

' 
To further investigate this reLat,ionship, theretes of unawareness and rel-iance on other 

""ur"u"of inforpation were lbmputed for ttre o.riu"u-"tr;;;_"grouped into three categories as showp ia gabre 3l

TABLE 3: R,ATE CIT' UNAWARE$ESS CIF CHA]qGE AND

FSTTA}iCE ON OTHER. SOURCES OF I}IFOR}{.{TION

Rate of
Categ*ry of etrange unawareness

Rate of reliance on
other sources of
Infornat ion

Po 1 it ical
Eeoaomic

Socio-Physical

37 .72

15.az

2.OZ

5t "o7,

35.O2
11. nq

The data reported in this table are the cunuJ-a-
tive percentage for eaqh ehange per eaEegory and
show that eore people get to learn of soeio*physical
lhan political changes. Ihis finding is explai"ned by
the non-discriminatory nature of socio-pl:ysieal
changes, strch as change from left to right hand drive.
trowever, apart from learning about ehanges fram ex-
ternal sourees, individuals nay learn about clqem first-
hand before supptrementing their own knowledge with
information fron other sourees " This supplementary
hypothesis l*as investigated by determining ghe res-
pondeutsr raie of reliance on oEtler so$rces of infcr*
matipn for the three categories of ehange. These data
are also reported ic ?ab1e 3. Th.e dafia reveai that
51 percent., 35 p*rceirt and 14 percent ef ttre respoad-
ents relied on sources sf infornariorc oEhe'r than them-
selves Lo l"earn about political o eccnouic and soej.o*
physical changes re-speeeively. Thi-s finding may also
have'to dc with the no*.-discriminatory nature of recst
socio-physical ehanges.

c. Souneus o{ Tn$annal.ion ffilat- U*Ld

Although. r*e have establishecl thaa different
sources of information have varying iafi.uences in com*
munieating different changesu policy reeosmendations

zgg
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can s t i l l  not be made unless the ana lys ls  i s  car r ied  
fur ther  t o  determine the sources of information tha t  
were most used t o  learn  about changes i n  general and 
a lso  f o r  spec i f ic  changes. The sect ion tha t  f o l l o ~ ~ s  . 
contains the findings on th i s .  

The analyses reveal t ha t  radio was the s ingle  
nost used channel of information t o  learn about changes 
i n  general (45.9%), followed by loca l  organisat ions 
(23.0%), kural fo lks  (8.5%), public information service 
such a s  mobile cinema, mobile information service,  e tc .  
( 5 . 7 % ) ,  while o f f i c i a l  change agents and te lev is ion  
were used l e a s t  with 0.6% and 0.2% mentions respecti-  
vely. For spec i f i c  changes, the  orders of frequency 
of use of d i f f e ren t  c h a l s  of information- v a n .  
For ~ o l i t i c a l  changes, the  sources of infomat ion  
most used by the  respondents included newspapers 
(57.3%), ru ra l  fo lks  (54.5%), radio !51.8%), e t c . ,  
while loca l  e l i t e s  (38.2%) and o f f i c i a l  change 
agents became the  most used sources of information 
(75.0%), followed by loca l  e l i t e s  (58.22) and 
fr iends and neighbours (47.5%). Newspapers (32.0%) 
and urban fo lks  (29.3%) were the  l e a s t  used, i n  t h i s  
respect.  For socio-physical changes the  r a t e  of use 
of the d i f f e ren t  sources of information was more 
widely'spread. Urban folks and public information 
service were most used each with 21.1% mentions.These 

TABLE 4: SOURCES OF INFORMATION MOST USED TO LEARN 
ABOUT CHANGES (BY PERCENTAGE) 

Political Elonornic Socio 
Sources of Information Changes Changes Physical All 

Changes Changes 

Radio 

Television 

Friends and Neighbours 47.5 47.5 5.0 1.4 

Rural Folks 54.5 34.6 10.9 8.5 

Urban Folks 49.6 29.3 21.1 4.2 

Newspapers 57.3 32.0 10.7 5.2 
Public Information Service 48.2 30.7 21.1 5.7 

Official Change Agent 25 .O 75 .O 0.0 0.6 

Member of the Family 49.5 41.4 9.1 3.4 

Locai Elites 38.2 58.2 3.6 1.9 

Local Organization 51.3 34.4 14.3 23 .0 



were followed by te lev is ion  (16.7%) and loca l  organi- 
s a t  ions (14.3%) . Local e l i t e s  (3.6%) and o f f i c i a l  
changes agents (0.0%) were l e a s t  used. See Table 4. 
The f indings confirm those of e a r l i e r  s tudies  by 
Clark and Akinbode (1968), Williams (1969) , Yazidu 
(1973) and Efionayi (1973) who respect ively found 
tha t  the radio was the  most important channel by which 
ru ra l  i t e s  obtained in£ ormat ion about agr icu l tura l  inno- 
vation. . Although t h i s  study deals  with a var ie ty  of 
changes apar t  from agr icu l tura l  innovation, the use of 
radio as  t h e  main source of information s t i l l  holds. 

Discussion 

The findings of t h i s  study on the sources of 
information most used t o  l ea rn  about various changes 
a re  congruent with those on the  personal character i-  
s t i c s  of t he  respondents. Since the  majorfty of the 
respondents claimed ownership of radio s e t s ,  it is 
logica l  t o  expect them t o  r e ly  on t h i s  channel of com- 
munication as  t h e i r  maid eource of informatipn a s  i t s  
use does not involve any addit ional  cost .  This there- 
fore  br ings t o  focus t h e  need t o  ensure tha t  radio 
t ransmit ters  a r e  evenly d i s t r ibu ted  a l l  over the  three 
Sta tes  covered i n  t h i s  study so tha t  every c i t i z e n  can 
pick a t  l e a s t ,  one radio s t a t i o n  regardless  of where 
he l i ves .  

The d i f f e r e n t i a l  importance of sources of infor- 
mation in  respect  of d i f f e r e n t  types of changes i s  
another unique contr ibut ion of t h i s  study. The emer- 
gence of newspapers as  the  most used source of infor- 
mation t o  learn  about p o l i t i c a l  changes is bound t o  
surpr i se  a casual observer when t h i s  is  viewed along- 
s ide  the finding tha t  shows 56.75 percent of t h e  res- 
pondents as  i l l i t e r a t e s  i n  English language, t he  Ian- 
guage i n  which most of the Nigerian na t ional  d a i l i e s  
a r e  published. However, casual but purposeful ohser- 
vat ion of events i n  the  communities where t h i s  study 
was done provides the  explanation f o r  t he  pos i t ion  
taken by newspapers. It is  a common pract ice f o r  t he  
i l l i t e r a t e  e lders  to  request a l i t e r a t e  adolescent 
ch i ld  o r  r e l a t i v e  t o  read and in t e rp re t e  da i ly  news- 
papers t o  them. This h ighl ights  t he  need t o  gear up 
the  present e f f o r t  f o r  mass l i t e r a c y  arid numeracy 
education i n  the  country. 

The o f f i c i a l  change agents emerged as the most 
used channel of communication i n  respect of economit 
changes. This is  not surpr i s ing  a s  information on 
economic matters  a r e  considered a s  uniquely import- 
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a n t  s i n c e  t h i s  may touch on t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  of t h e  
respondents  and t h a t  of t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  Hence in -  
format ion  on economic changes may r e q u i r e  c a r e f u l  
handl ing  t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e s e  in format ion  r each  t h e  
t a r g e t  system u n d i s t o r t e d .  The p o l i c y  i m p l i c a t i o n  
of t h i s  f i n d i n g  is t h a t  e f f o r t s  should be  made t o  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  up-grade t he  t e c h n i c a l  competence of a l l  
o f f i c i a l  change agen t s  i n  o rde r  t o  ma in t a in  o r  im- 
prove t h e i r  c r e d i b i l i t y .  

The wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  of in format ion  about soc io-  
phys i ca l  changes among the  v a r i o u s  channels  of commu- 
n i c a t  ion i s  a  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o . ~  
nnEure of such changes. 

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  appears  t o  
be t h i s  c o r r e l a t i c n  between t h e  spread of sources  of 
in format ion  and type  of change. 

From the  f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  s t udy ,  t h e r e  appears  
t o  be no difference i n  t he  t ypes  of channels  of com- 
munication used by t h e  m i l i t a r y  regimes t o  e s t a b l i s h  
l i n k a g e s  w i th  t h e  people when compared wi th  those  
used hy c i v i l i a n  governments (Clark and Akinbode, 
1968, Wil l iams,  1969, Dare, 1974 and 1975). M i l i t a r y  
regimes l i k e  o t h e r  forms of  government need t o  under- 
s t and  t h e  needs,  f e e l i n g s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e i r  
c l t i z e n s  and w i l l  b e n e f i t  from us ing  a s  many channels  
of communication a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  This  po in t  was 
c l e a r l y  brought  o u t  by Dent (1970) when he wrote:  

Where m i l i t a r y  regimes have succeeded f o r  any 
l e n g t h  of t ime i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a b l e  and 
accep t ab l e  governments, it is  because they  
have found means ( e f f e c t i v e  communication) 
e i t h e r  by themselves o r  i n  coope ra t i on  w i th  
o t h e r s  t o  f u l f i l  t h e s e  f u n c t i p n s .  

Chick (1971) goes f u r t h e r  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  l o g i c  when 
he w r i t e s :  

E f f e c t i v e  chanrlels (of communication) i d e n t i f y  
l a r g e  numbers of people w i t h  a s i n g l e  process  
of formula t ing ,  express ing  and exchanging i deas .  
Th i s  c r e a t e s  an  a r ea  of shared  exper ience  and 
h e l p s  t o  b u i l d  br idges  a c r o s s  v e r t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  
of t r i b e  and h o r i z o n t a l  d i v i s i o n s  of i n c i p i e n t  
c l a s s  which may r e p r e s e n t  d i s a b l i n g  d i s c o n t i -  
n u i t i e s  witti in t h e  body p o l i t i c .  

The more in format ion  t h e  l e s s  t he  need f o r  
coe rc ion .  
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Conclusion 

This  paper  summarizes t h e  f i n d i n g s  of a  s tudy  
d i r e c t e d  a t  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  major sources  through 
which r u r a l  Niger ians  l e a r n  about t h e  va r ious  t ypes  
of changes introduced du r ing  t h e  per iod  of m i l i t a r y  
r u l e .  

Information were ga thered  from secondary sources  
on va r ious  types  of changes which the  m i l i t a r y  re- 
gimes have in t roduced  s i n c e  1966 and these  were c l a -  
s s i f i e d ,  f i r s t ,  on t he  b a s i s  of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
changes - i . e .  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, physico- 
s t r u c t u r a l  and 'mixedY c a t e g o r i e s ,  and secondly on 
t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  coverage of t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on the  
popula t ion  - i . e .  d i s c r imina to ry  and non-discrimina- 
t o ry .  Based on t h e s e  p re l imina ry  informat ion  a  s e t  
of i n t e rv i ew  schedule  was prepared and t e s t e d  and 
t h i s  was used t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  d a t a  used f o r  a n a l y s i s  
from f o u r  hundred household heads who were randomly 
s e l e c t e d  from t h e  r u r a l  a r e a  i n  t h e  former Western 
S t a t e  of Niger ia .  

The major f i n d i n g s  of t h e  s tudy  include:-  

1. The non-discr iminatory changes a £  f e c t e d  t h e  
r u r a l i t e s  more t han  t h e  d i sc r imina to ry  changes; 

2 .  S i m i l a r l y ,  more respondents  l e a r n t  of t he  non- 
d i s c r imina to ry  changes than they  d i d  of t h e  d i s -  
c r imina to ry  ones;  

3 .  More respondents  supplemented t h e i r  f i r s t  hand 
knowledge of t h e  non-discr iminatory changes wi th  
informat ion  from o t h e r  sources ;  

4 .  Radio was t h e  s i n g l e  most used channel  of i n fo r -  
mation t o  learn about changes i n  gene ra l ;  and 

5. The hypothes is  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  sources  of i n fo r -  
mation have vary ing  in f luences  i n  communicating 
d i f f e r e n t  changes i s  sus ta ined .  

These f l nd ings  have fa r - reaching  p o l i c y  implica-  
t i o n s  which i f  pursued t o  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  conclus ions  
a r e  capable  of improving r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  
government and t h e  governed. 
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