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Thfu ctdy cxuincd pro*m o( beginning end experieuccd teechers of
rgtcutsrr* sdcoc h sodry shmk h Omnmiyrn Local Govemment area

of Oyo Sbit. ID ordcr b &ncrrrt'rc thc rclrtlonshifs bctwecn the administretive
problu rd tb nechfu of tficoltmet sdcnoE, resilxrggt were o}trined fnom

21 tct|jrs of trlcuffi cdcrcc ud twenty-oae primipcls of secondary

schoob h Orrnmipl Locrl C,ovemmt erea of Oyo Stefe in Januery' 1979.

Tb [C of nemcs of 6cse 21 sccoery schmb was obteined from the tocsl
InryGafor1c of Educ*irn o[Ecc for Orrnmiyen LmI Govcramcut eree in
Ilc-Ife.

Using simpte corrrclation analysis, data showed significant relationship at .0S

levd htrcd tb tcechhs of agricultunt sdcoce rnd the &rting of other
s3irre sbjGafi by tte srm tc--frcr. In oatcr worde, tcechcrs o{pure scimce

sgch r b.olqr, cht|Dlilrt, ctc. rcrc hhg usGd ts tclch rgricrnumt sfuee
incb.d of pofcsCm.try prtprca ryicutture tcecfrcrs-

Eorcvcr, tLc eorrctr$flgn coct[c*eut (r] cg .S2e whiefu naewses €ke

Eelt$oo;h& batweea th nrprbcn of priods trught per vrec& ard tk nnmber ef
egmfu'al seicnce teaehcrs did not s&ow any evidecce 06strong relntion&ip"

!n Nigeria today, there is a growing emphasis on the need for rapid
development of our agricuttural Sector in order to break the vicious Cycle CIf

poverty that is prevalent in the ruralareas. Horever, it is most unfofiunate to
note that only q little progress has been achieved since the inceBtion erf

vario{ls prograrntnes like "Operation Feed the Nation", Nationai AccleraieC
Food Froduction Programme (NAFPP) as part of Federal Government efforts
in Agricultural development prograrlme. Our National Development Plans

ha\e always be€n full of laudable obiectives the implementation of which are
vBry difficult to accomplish. Consequently, our agricuttural system has been
plagued by a number of problerns including:

(i) Poor storage and transport tacilities for agricultural produce;

(ii) Poor marketing system_in which the farmers receive poor prices for
their produce;
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Use of films

Use of demonstrations

Shop work

Member participation in activities such as livestock judging

Speakers other than the instructor, and

Panel discussion.

Cain (1974) in his contribution on organisatirn of agricuhural progranrnes
in schools said that it is npst important that all concerned with the operattm of
schmls' progranrmes at any lryel should sit dorn and srork out a plan for
articulation of agricuttural science courses into scholorganisatbn and this
includes - teachers, principals, inspectors of educatkrn, parents and
students thereby preventing many problems arising.

Owing to the financial positinn in which mct sctrool principals find
themselves, Turnnerman (1974) said that it becomes quite necesary that
they (Principals) try and execute efficient planning and deve@ment of
programmes based on budgeting quite ahead of time. Such advance plans

should include leamers' based obiectives especially for agricuhural science
schools with leamers' based obiectives (lumnerman) furtlpr explained,
often have established prqramrne in improving and aiding the students,
especially agricuttural science students. Thes€ learners' based objectives
always include extra cuniculum, recreatlrnal arnenities, field trips and
excursion.and agriculture related youth programmes. The admission of
students into various subpct granpirps should be handled by an established

Guidance and Counselling body of the school consisting of the subject
teacher as a member.

Lawrence (1974) supports Tumnerman for his contribution on school
administration, he (Lawience) said that any sclrool administration which
invdves her teachers in the drawing-up of tfrc syllabus, scheme of work and
Tinre-table (at least on consuhatkrn platform) will not have problems of
establishing topics too broad or too nanor, check ttre mistakes of either
including or introducing obsolste skill, knowledge and attih.rdes in the
agriculture cuniculum.

ln executing plans to imprwe agricultural production, allefforts must be
geared to the knowledge d modem rcceptable agricutturd practices. And
this can be achieved thrrugh the conect teaching nrethods of agricultural
science in sscondary schols. Therefore, fte teaching rnethods,.
administratinn and the conect inspiratkrn given to tltq groups of aspiring
yoJng agriculturalists in schools, advantages and importarrceof agricultural
science, principles and practices il well repreented trcn th€ solution to the
teaching problems is underway.

This study intends to identify problerns of teachers of agriculture as
perceived by beginning teachers, experierrced teachers and principals, and
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to evaluate suggestions for minimizing or eliminating the problems identifiid.

f|cOodolog

Teachers of Agricuhural Science and Principals in 21 selected Oranm'lyan
Local Govemrnent Secondary Schols, Oyo State were surveyed to make
lists of problerns that existed in ttreir schools in the area of agricultural
science. The list ol problems vyere summarised in forln of a questionnaire

which was later used by the researcher and administered to the follo,rring

Categories of res6londents: the beginning teachers of agricuttural science,
the experienced teachers of agricultural science and the principals of these

selected schools in Oranmiyan Local Gorenrrnent area, Oyo State.

The data from theSe three groups of respondents were collected using a

combination of closed-ended and open-ended questions. Personal visits

were made by ttre researcher as this was considered the best data gathering

device for this type of study. The questionnaire itself cmtaaned no means of
identifying the respondent or his school. One teacher was selected in each of

the 21 schmls included in he study.
The personal appearance of the researcher provided an opportunity for an

explanation of the project, This improved the response rate since it increased

the cooperation of those invotved.
The selected problems of the teachers of agricultural science as perceived

by the Principals, experienced and beginning teachers were rneasured with
the help of a five-point rating scale. The five points of the rating scale with

their scores given in parentheseswere: Greatest problem (5) greater problem

(4) great problem (3) little problem (2) rp problem (1).

The mean score for each area of training was calculated for each category
of respondents respectively. The areas of problem were ranked in order of
degree of seriousness. As the scores on the five-point rating scale ranged

from 1 to 5, an average score of above 4.5, 3.5-4.5, 2.5-3'5' 1.5-2.5 and

less than 1.5 indicated the degree of the seriousness of the problems,
"greatest problem," "greater problem, " "great probiern," "little problem" and
"no problem" respectively. The Kedall coefficient of concordance (W) was

calculated in order to test agreenent in ranking the selected eight common
probiems among the three categories of people directly involved in the
teaching of agricuttural science in Oranmiyan Local Goremrpnt area in Oyo
State. The Spearman rank correlation coefficient (rs) was cornptned to test

the degrbe of agreement in ranking the eight selected areas of problems by
both the principals and the beginning teachers of agricultural science.

Rcslts rnd Dfocosdon Prrobltms of Tc.cthS Ladl

As it appears in table 1, it can be concluded that the rnore teachers of
agriculturaf science are available in the scttools, tfre more classes o{

agricultural science students could be taught. The conelatir:n coefficient, r of

0.94i showed a signficant at .05 ievel relationsfrip betlveen ttre trto variahles.
The r value of 0.628 showinE relationship behreen other science teachers

and numbe;'of agricuitural science teaghe6 was sirnilarty siggnificant at Q.GS

ievei.

I
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However, the correlatton coefficient r of .028 which measures the rela-
tionship between the number of periods taught per week and the number of
bgricutturbl science teachers did itot show arry etddence d stuong

relatimship. Actually, the coeffrcierfl d determinati<m for the trro variables is
0.08 percent. This implies ftat bss fnn 1 porc€nt (0.ffi%) of the variatkn in

one ol trese truo variables (2 afi 3) b exdained by itts linear association with
the other. *,. 

T*@ 
of vari-dlitv is low-canpared to the

TABLE l: CORBELATION BETYEEN IruMBER OF CLASSES OFFERING AGRICULTUBAL

SCIENCE, TEACHERS OF O11lf,R SCIEIYCE COURSES, NUMBSR OF PERIOIXI

TAUGHT PER VEEK A.IiD TEACIIER OF AGruCULTURAL SCIET{CE.

2.

t-

?

Var iab I es

Number of classes offering
agricultural science

No. of teachers of other
science courses

No. of periods taught per
week

Correlation

-.-

coettrc,en1

"-,
o.6?9

0.028

Dec i s ion+
Significant
at 0.05 level

Significant
ai C.05 level

Not s ion if ican-l-
at C,C5 level

coeffiCiertt of determinatinn for numb6r ol classes ffiing Aricultural-
scieitco variabb (1) ard mrmb€r of teactrers of agrkx.iltrral sciencs, valiabb
(2) is aborn .& percent. lt can ferefore be conchded thd there is no
relationship statistically, between the number of periods tauelht per week and
number of teacliers 6f agricutttiral science.

The data in table 2 shoi, the problems d teachirq of agriculture as
perceiwd by ttre teachers and fre principals. The prirripals of the selected
secondary sch@ls did not perceive any of the problems as rthe greatest', as
the nrean sco?es for all the ilens of probhrns were l€ss than 4.5O. Lack of
urderstanding by principals as to what.canstitdes a good agricultural
scierrce programme, time table probbms, lack of tirne, extra duti€s, limited
facilities, lack of funds, lack of anang€merit fs field trips, lack of other
teachers' cooperation were perceirred as greater' by them in descending
order.

The experienced teaclers of agricultural science perceiVed, lack of
understanding by the principals as to what constiMes a good agricult'rral
science prdgramrne and time table problerns as the two'greatest' problems
in descending order as the rnean scores for these two areas of problems were
abo/e 4.5O. The areas of probl€rns perceived as 'greate/ by them in
descending order were: lack of tirne, extra duties, limited facilities, lack of
frmds and lack of anangernent for field trip (3.46) and lack of other teachers'
coperaion (3.29) were perceived as'great problern'.

The beginning teactrcrs perceived the time table problems, lack of

c
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understanding among principals as to what constittrtes a grmd agricultural
science prograrnme, lrck of time ar.rd lack of funds as the greatet problems'

in descending order. The other areas of problems perceived as the'grealer'
by them in descendin! order were: limited facilities, extra dutbs and lack of

Otfrer teachers' @operatbn. fte remaining area of probl€rn was perceived as
the great' by them.

The analysis of ranks assigned to all of the problems, there is an agreernent
among the three categories of respondent in ranking items 1 to 3 on table 2 as
the gieatest problems and items 7 and 8 were perceived as the least
important problems.

The computed W value of (0.78) was significant at O.Ot level of probability.
Thus, the inference could be drawn that there was highty significant
'agreement 

arnong the three categories of respondents in assigning ranks to
the different areas of problems.

According to pooled iudgment, lack of understanding arong principals as
to what constitutes a good agricultural science programrne was perceived as
'the greatest problem' by the respondents,

Cochdm

1 . Before making conclusions, it is very important to sound a vrord of caution
in applying the firxCings of this study. the strdy is limited in scope. lt was
seriously designed to cover onty the scope of proble+ns encbuntered bythe
principals and teachers of agricultural science in Oranmiyan Local
Govemrnent area, Op state. This does not rnean that ofrrer teachers don't
harc problems or that agricuhural science teachers do not have problems of
their orn in other states. Therefore, the problems encorinlered by teachers in
Oranmiyan Local Govemnpnt area in Qp state are rpt in any way
reprmentative of that of the nation.

2. Lack of understanding of what actually constiMes a good agricultural
science programrne as revealed in this study was probably dr.re to other
problems such as lackof anangenrentforfiedfipand lrckof dnrteacher$'
cooperation. The schol administratinn shoulO always plan field trips wi$rthe
cooperation of other teaclers, since field trigs develop studenB'interest,
provide opporhJnities for gaining new experbnces and nrost inportantty,
help td devebp understandings of total agricutural progranme

3. The problem of 'time' as indexed as tirne table problerns, lack of tine and
extra duties needs to be re-examinecl dmgsk e fB regu&alixr cf rninirrrn
and maximum teching loads forteachers. General tinntaHe plarrrlng olsre
school strould be.done with consultatlrn of all teachers as ttis wiH qrrcty
erhance' coperatim afipng teachers.

4. As to tlp problem of adequate fundirg, agrbultural science shotdd bo
given a high priqity since this will help tte fuhre agricultural developmnt h
the area strJdied. By this approrch, npre finarrcial support shorrH be

I(f

f
i
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Eorided by fre administrative authorities, the poblic and the students.

5. $rrcs rnany of the problems ciled were duelo lack of understanding, it is
recsrmended that the teachers try to acquaint the principals rnore fully rlith
agrka.dtural scierrce progftrrrune ald frat the prirrcipals md<e a greater
anem$ to understand the programrne. lt is further reconrnended that
teactErs slprrkl do all in their porer to op€ftile a sourd programrne that fits
into the Hd scfrool progr€vnrne and that bdr the teachers and the principals
shouts recognize that certain problerns are inevitable and must be handled
with corcitJerations by bdr parties.

6. Finally, it rnay be concluded that further stgdies cotlld focus on other

problenrS d temhing of agricuttural schnce wtrich were nd irpluded in this

stJdy. Sorne of these problenrs are: administrative problerns and 1f1e

gotibms of using West African Examination Courrcil syllabus. Focusing

iurther studies on these two problems should present better understanding of

the problerns cf teachirg agricultural science and better understanding of

what actually constitutes a good agricultural science education'
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